Mississippi Theatre Association Summer Board Meeting
June 17, 2006

Ole Miss Depot

Oxford, MS

Members Present:  Ben Allmon, Suzanne Allmon, Peppy Biddy, David Boone,  Tom Booth, Charlie Bosworth, Stephen Cunetto, Deborah Craig, John Davenport, M. J. Etua, Kenneth McDade, Ronnie Miller, Lynn Nelson, Sam Sparks, and Chris Wooten. 

Meeting called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Etua.
After introductions, the Board toured the Ford Center to plan logistics for space usage for the 2007 MTA Festival to be held at Ole Miss.
New Business

After the tour, Stephen requested we move to new business and the 2007 Festival was first on the agenda.  Stephen stated it will be at Ole Miss, January 11-15.  Jo Anne Edwards is coordinating the event but the Ole Miss Theatre Department will not be directly involved.  The Ford Rehearsal Hall could be used for the College Auditions, the 10-Minute Play Festival and the Youth Theatre.  Will partner with local high schools for possible use of off campus sites.   Fulton Chapel and the Education Auditorium may be used for the Festival as well as the Law Center.  IE’s will need a separate building with class rooms.
Scheduling will basically follow the same format as last year.  There will be no Sunday play competition, but the IE’s will be held on Sunday beginning at 8:00 a.m. so the high school students will be able to see the other competitions on Saturday.  Also discussed the number of medals given at IE’s.   Sixteen were given last year.  David wanted to give three medals deep for an event and these will be handed out by the Division Chair at Awards.

Discussion was given concerning showcasing a Youth Theatre show and then the guest speaker on Saturday night followed by a community and/or high school production.  No definite decision was made. 

During a working luncheon, Stephen introduced Robert Canon who teaches Theatre Management at Ole Miss.  He discussed a little of the history of MTA and plans for a MS Performing Arts Festival in Jackson in April of 2008.  He hoped the Association would be willing to work on the project using member theatres as part of the Festival.
Stephen presented a short video on MTA that will be finally edited at a later date and used for public relations in the media.

Tom Booth moved to dispense with the reading of the minutes from the April meeting.   The April minutes will be sent with the minutes of this meeting.

Treasurer’s Report

Chris reported that there had been problems with the debit cared in identifying the charge, but this has been worked out.  Banking has been done online.  We now have a cash balance of $9, 979.20.  Tom made a motion to use $200 for software for finances.  Seconded by Suzanne and passed unanimously.  It was noted that a $5,000 from the Rock River Foundation helped keep us in good financial standing.  
No grants from corporate sponsors were received, but Stephen will continue to work on these.

Additional Old Business

Received five applications for Katrina Relief:  Wings, Hattiesburg Civic Light Opera, Biloxi Little Theatre, the MS Repertory Theatre, and the Bay St. Louis Little Theatre.  After discussion. Lynn moved and Tom seconded to give the maximum per grant of $1,000 to Wings, Biloxi, and Bay St. Louis. Vote was unanimous.

Four boxes of play scripts sent by publishing companies to aid theatres hit by Katrina will be stored in a library to be used by affected theatres.  

The 2006 Secondary Southeastern Regional Festival will be held at USM.  The Southwest Festival location will be announced later when a site is secured.  Chris and Stephen will follow-up on finding a location.
Festival fee schedule was discussed and Lynn moved and John seconded a motion to the suggested new fee schedule:

Secondary Organizational Membership                       $50

Community Theatre Organizational Membership        $50

Student Registration and Membership                         $30

College and University Audition (Student)                  $15

Individual Events                                                          $10 per event/student

Teacher Registration Fee (includes membership)         $45

Continuing Education Units (CEU)                              $35

College/University Audition (College/University Fee  $50
Vendor                                                                           $100

Adult Membership                                                         $45

Adult Festival                                                                 $25

Theatre for Youth Organizational                                  $50

Weekend Pass                                                                 $45

Day Pass                                                                          $25

Individual Block                                                              $15

Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion about obtaining an MTA Festival fee at the secondary regional festival was discussed but no action was taken.

Ken motioned and Deb seconded to keep requirement for luncheon tickets in order to attend the Awards Banquet.

Secondary Report
Secondary will not change the 10 X 10 box requirement for Festival. Can be stacked as high as possible and must include costumes and props..

A new system of scoring will use numbers so each school will be able to conclude their approximate rank if not chosen as a winner.  Will add Best Ensemble Award and special certificate awards to be used for special commendations by the adjudicators.

Forms will be used to identify props, costumes, or sets done by outside sources (such as theatrical rental companies) that will not be included in special awards.

Saturday, September 9 at Ole Miss will be the date for the secondary workshop.  Presenters are needed.  Contact John if you know someone.
Chris moved and Deb seconded to accept the report.  Passed unanimously.

Community Theatre Report

Summer workshop on fundraising and on sound design will be held at Ole Miss July 22 in the Student Union.

Theatre for Youth

No report.

10-Minute Play Competition

Deb gave the proposed schedule for the competition.  Guideline changes include a cap of 48 students and eight schools.  Limited to six students per play.  Will use 5 costumes and props for each group.  Will try to have four comedies and four dramas.
College and University

Charlie stated the MKCATF will be at MSU November 1-5.

College/University Auditions at MTA will be open to community college students this year.   Will need to find some way to involve the students in an activity after the Thursday night auditions.

Idea of using college students as interns at MTA so they could use this on their resume was presented and a discussion followed on the issue of making and promoting offers to students after auditions.  No action was taken.

Individual Events

David said that three events will be added this year:  Group Musical, Duet Musical and Miming. 

Problem of judging and suggestions for improvement of the process was discussed.  Note that the same judge should judge each participant in each event for the best evaluation.

Noted that costume design participants should be present for adjudication.

SETC Update

Sam informed us that SETC will be in Atlanta March 7.  If you book a room, don’t cancel at the last minute because SETC guarantees a certain number to the hotel.

Mailing list for each state rep and executive officer should be updated.  

SETC Executive Board Meeting in Charlotte September 8.

Need more involvement of community theatres in off-years. 

State auditions at Millsaps December 9.

Motion to pay gas mileage for board to this meeting was made by Tom, seconded by Peppy and passed unanimously.

President Etua adjourned the meeting at 4:05 p.m.
