MTA Board Meeting Minutes

November 11, 2005 

Millsaps College Christian Center

Those attending:  Suzanne Allmon, Patrick Bento, Peppy Biddy, Tom Booth, Stephen Cunetto, M.J. Etua, Melanie Harris, Lynn Nelson, Parker McMullam. Ronnie Miller, Chris Wooten


President Etua opened the meeting at 3:10 p.m. and called for the treasurer’s report.  Chris reported that as of November 11, we have an ending balance of $3,235.94.  He noted that Greg Pickle had returned his honorarium for the summer workshop.  Tom Booth added that Stephen had cut his own salary as ED and $1,250 was credited as income.  Motion to accept the report was made by Tom Booth and seconded by Lynn Nelson and passed unanimously.

Stephen reported that the 2006 Festival sites had been secured and letters sent out to the membership explaining fees and guidelines.  Noted that the Awards Brunch would be catered by Little Dewey’s.


Tom stated that the adjudicators for the festival had committed.  The list includes Leon and Melissa Van Dyke, David Dye, Chris Rich, Michael Howley, David Thompson, and possibly Josie Helming.  Division chairs will follow-up to decide which event adjudicators will be responsible.  Discussion followed concerning the adjudicators and workshops, especially for the new individual event competition.  A decision will be made later.

Stephen announced that the speaker for the Awards Brunch will be Sam Haskill, III from Los Angeles, CA.  Sam was the Senior Vice-President of the William Morris Agency.  Sam vast experience in TV and film and was a developer of the recent Mississippi Rising Fundraiser at Ole Miss.


M.J. talked about the new individual events planned for the upcoming festival.  There will be 7 categories, with eligibility requirements and time limits for each event.  Suzanne discussed the reason for the events being separated by male and female entrants was to give both male and female a chance to win by event category.  Plans are also to have student design competitions.  Guidelines for competition cuttings will follow the same as those of ACTF.  Two to three rooms will be needed to house the events.

Stephen reported that the Southeast and Southwest districts will be combined into one festival but the same number of schools will advance to the state festival as last year.

Peppy reported that the Mississippi American College was successful despite Katrina with five schools participating.  MUW was recommended to advance to the regional.


Suzanne suggested that the nine high schools for MTA be nominated for the American High School Festival.
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Decision was made to send a request for corporate sponsors to all the possible sponsors and take what they are willing to give and specify how the sponsorship will be used.

Report of premiums to cover Liability for the Board followed.  Two companies had the same premium of $750.  Recommendation was made to go with Ponta, Castle and Ingram.  Motion was made by Tom and seconded by Suzanne to table the issue until the Festival business meeting.  Passed unanimously.
Ronnie reported the request to Con Maloney for money for the Cowboy Maloney award will be finalized by December 15.

Stephen reported that the Katrina Fund has $759 from donations:  $50- Cunetto Donation; $100- California couple; $600 Actors Anonymous.   Discussion followed on how to distribute.  Chris motioned to wait and see how it could best be used.  Seconded by Tom.  Passed unanimously.

Other sources for offers to help came from Barbizon Lighting and the Wilmington Drama League in Delaware that plans to contact other states to offer help to be coordinated through MTA.

  Melanie said The Ashville Community Theatre of North Carolina wants to donate costumes.  Tom will check on storage possibilities.
 Reported that four Aspiring Artistic Scholarships will be given to students in Mississippi and Alabama because of losses due to Katrina.
Meeting was adjourned at 4:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by

Ronnie Miller

November 21, 2005

