Mississippi Theatre Association
Secondary Festival

Rules / Guidelines

(Revised June 2006)

Performance/Technical Rules and Procedures
1. Time: Shows may not run longer than forty-five minutes. Timing begins when called by host site. Timing ends when the set is completely struck: the stage must be completely cleared. 
The forty-five minute period includes the time for setting up the stage (including any offstage sound or lighting equipment brought to the site by the participating school), lighting and sound checks at Regional Festival, performing the play, and clearing the stage. At THE STATE FESTIVAL (MTA) you will have a thirty minute rehearsal time. All actors and set pieces must remain in the area behind the starting/finish line(s) designated by the host site until time begins, and return to that area before timing will stop. Set-up and strike are the sole responsibility of each participant. If any production exceeds the forty-five minute time limit, it cannot receive a Superior Rating or Best Production, advance to the State Festival or advance to the SETC Festival in March, but is still eligible for all other awards. 
The time clock may be stopped at the discretion of the site coordinator if unforeseen and extenuating circumstances arise during the forty-five minute time allotment. 
2. Running the show: Only students from the performing school and members of the host site crew are allowed in the sound/light booth during the run of the show. No non-students, directors or teachers may enter the booth or communicate with their students in the booth by headset or otherwise during the run of the show except in case of a safety emergency.  Teachers and technical directors may assist with load-in, and load-out only. 
3. By entering the festival, each participant assumes responsibility for making arrangements with the author and/or publisher for the right to use the play they are performing and to pay any required royalties. The Southwest Division Festival, Southeast Division Festival, North Regional Festival and THE STATE FESTIVAL (MTA) nor the host site shall be held responsible for any unpaid royalties. Payment of royalties must be shown prior to performance.
4. Technical requirements and limitations. Each participant must provide all technical materials, such as set, hand and furniture properties, makeup, costumes, recorded music and special sound effects. 
The organizing committee for the MTA High School Play Festival has determined that some standardization in technical guidelines is desirable. Therefore, each regional site, and the State Festival site will provide the following: 
a. Multiple isolated lighting areas. 
b. One 20-amp outlet for use by participants to power their own equipment. Said equipment must be approved prior to the date of the Festival by the host site coordinator and must meet all applicable safety codes and regulations. The host site coordinator reserves the right to refuse to allow the use of a particular piece of equipment. Schools should bring their own extension cords.
c. One CD Player and one cassette deck. A mini-disc player may be available; check with host site coordinator. 
d. Light effects and follow spots: While simple area lighting is provided, special lighting effects are allowed only within the limitations of the host site. Any lighting needs other than those listed here must be approved by the site coordinator in advance (two weeks notice), and any such equipment must be supplied by the participant. The placement and removal of these must be included in the allotted time.   You will have a designated holding space where you will load in and strike to as part of your time. Your local host site coordinator will provide detailed technical specifications for their facility well in advance of the Festival. 
e. One follow-spot may be provided at the local host site coordinator’s option. The participant must provide the operator.  Some technical assistance may be provided by the host site to show how things work but will not be available to run the follow spot for anyone’s show. Your host site coordinator will notify you if this option will be available. 
5. Safety. Participants must adhere to all state, federal, county, and/or city fire codes. Absolutely no fire, pyrotechnics, combustibles or other unreasonably dangerous matter may be brought into the host facility or used in the production.  Violation of this rule is grounds for disqualification and immediate removal from the festival site. 
6. Running Crew. Each participant must provide adequate running crew to ensure swift set changes and proper cues for lights, etc. A student familiar with the production (i.e. stage manager) should be in the control room (or on headset) to call cues. 
7. Dressing rooms may be occupied no more than one show prior to your production.
8. Participants may have five minutes walk through the festival site’s stage at    Regional Festival. The site coordinator and/or stage manager will schedule technical briefings at regular intervals during each regional festival. This is an opportunity for each participant to examine the stage prior to the performance time. You may put down spike tape during this walk through, but it must be taken up during your 45 min. time limit.  
9. No recording devices are allowed during the performances, either video or audio.  
10. The entry’s designated leader shall provide a one-page program to the site coordinator. This should indicate the title of the production, the author(s), publisher (if applicable), school, director, cast and production crew lists, time/place of play, and any special advisory notes (i.e. the use of strobe lights or loud noises). This will be used for the program for drama festival.  Any pre-production services paid for or professional volunteers (people who would usually get paid for their work) must be listed in the Regional Festival program.  Schools are encouraged to bring their own programs for their production also.  
11. Should the production contain any themes, language, activity, or subject matter that are not appropriate for all ages, a notice to that effect must appear in the program. 
12. The set should fit into a 10’ x 10’ space.  Your set should be contained inside the imaginary walls of your 10x10 space.  You may stack your set as high as safety allows, but it may not protrude from the box.   This is a Regional Festival and THE STATE FESTIVAL (MTA) rule. The show chosen to represent MTA at SETC may add additional pieces to their set for their performance at SETC if they feel it necessary.  All props that are not costumes or costume props (props worn by actors) must remain in the 10x10 box until they are told GO by the host. 
13. No non-student may sing, act or dance in the production. Any non-student musical accompaniment included in the production must be in a designated area, as approved by the site host (or at the State Festival, as approved by MTA) so as not to detract from the adjudicator’s assessment of the production. Non-students may not “conduct” musical numbers. No non student may assist in any technical aspect during the running of the show or strike. 
14. The designated leader of the production may only be a theatre arts educator from the represented school. Anyone else involved in the production is not the “designated leader.” Nothing in this paragraph should be construed to mean that guest artists cannot be involved with the production process. 
15. The following shows have been produced at THE STATE FESTIVAL (MTA) in the last three years and are not eligible for being chosen as top three at any of the three regional festivals for the state level:
2006:
Home  by Sam Art Williams
The Beautiful Beulah Belle or the Virtue’s Various Vicissitudes by Robert C. Yoh 
Snapshots featuring skits and monologues by Craig Wright, Quincy Long, Deb Margolin, Michael Bigelow Dixon, Val Smith, David Lindsay-Abaire and Julie Jenson 

I Never Saw Another Butterfly by Celeste Raspanti
Forever Plaid by Stuart Ross; music by James Raitt
The Katrina Project: Hell or High Water by Michael Marks and Mackensie Westmoreland

A Thousand Cranes by Kathryn Schultz Miller
Amelia Earhart by Kathryn Schultz Miller
Wiley and the Hairy Man by Susan Zeder
2005:
A Piece of My Heart by Shirley Lauro 

A Grown Up Evening of Shel Silverstein by Shel Silverstein

The Diviners by Jim Leonard Jr.

I Never Saw Another Butterfly by Celeste Raspanti
The Compleat Works of Shakespeare (Abridged) adapted by Adam Long, Daniel Singer, and Jess Wingfield

Pals by David Perkins

Crow and Weasel by Jim Leonard Jr.

The Love Talker by Debroah Pryor

The Dance of the Grizzle by Roy Hudson
2004:


Freedom Summer adapted from Frank Kuhn’s Voices of FreedomSummer
The Serpent by Jean-Claude van Itallie

The Insanity of Mary Girard by Lanie Robertson

The Dear Departed by Stanley Haughton

The Bad Seed by Maxwell Anderson

 Blythe Spirit by Noel Coward
Breaking any of the rules above will result in not being eligible for the Dominic Cunetto Best Play Award at MTA or for being chosen as one of the top three schools at the regional level.
Rules of Etiquette for Performers, Crew and Audience Members 

1. Students attending the Festivals must be accompanied by an adult from the school or organization they are representing. In the event of an emergency, special permission can be requested to use substitute supervision; however, all supervisors must be 21 or older. The site coordinator must be notified in advance of such situations. 
2. Once the house lights go out and a play begins, there should be no entering or leaving the theater until after the play ends unless an emergency. No flash photography, video or sound recording is permitted during the performance of any play.  Violation of this rule will result in the removal of the individual from the Festival. 
3. There should be no talking backstage or in the audience during the performances or during the adjudicators’ critiques. Rudeness in any form will not be tolerated. Student behavior onstage, backstage, and in the audience must be courteous at all times. There will be no use of foul language at any festival site.  Sponsors/ directors are expected to prepare students by informing of these standards: no food or drink in the theater, no feet on the seats, no hats, and no distractions from the performance. (We are training future audiences as well as performers, directors, designers and technicians.) 
4. There will be no smoking, use of other tobacco products, alcohol or drugs by students on the grounds of preliminary or state festival sites or at any times during the festival. 
5. Students are expected to participate in all festival activities. Students who fail to attend workshops, performances, etc. will be reported to their sponsor/director. Please be courteous and attentive to all performers and workshop artists.  Students will be asked to leave the theatre workshop if they are disruptive. 
6. Any disruptive or inappropriate behavior may result in disqualification and/or dismissal from the grounds. 
Each school should receive a copy of their adjudication scoring ballot and comments before they leave the Regional and State Festival.  These should be given out after the awards ceremony.
MTA PLAY FESTIVAL ADJUDICATION SHEET

Show Title:

School Name: 

Regional Site: _____________PERFORMANCE DATE: _____________ 

ADJUDICATOR'S NAME: 
	ACTING 
	SUPERIOR (4 PTS) 
	EXCELLENT (3 PTS) 
	GOOD (2 PTS) 
	FAIR (1 PT) 

	Believable Characterization 

	Projection 

	Articulation 

	Physicality 

	Energy 

	Ensemble Work 

	Consistency 

	TOTAL 


	DIRECTING 
	SUPERIOR (4 PTS) 
	EXCELLENT (3 PTS) 
	GOOD (2 PTS) 
	FAIR (1 PT) 

	Blocking/ 

Choreography/ Use of Space 

	Pace 

	Conceptual Clarity 

	Choice of Play: Originality, Appropriateness for age and skill level 

	Ensemble Work 

	TOTAL 


	TECHNICAL 
	SUPERIOR (4 PTS) 
	EXCELLENT (3 PTS) 
	GOOD (2 PTS) 
	FAIR (1 PT) 

	TECHNICAL OVERALL 
Costumes 

Set


Grand Total All Categories: 
OVERALL RATING (circle the appropriate rating and point range below): 

SUPERIOR (54-60) EXCELLENT (41-53) GOOD (28-40) FAIR (15-27) 

Adjudicator’s Signature:                                             Date: 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: (use reverse of this sheet if necessary): 

Regional Festival Awards 
The following awards are presented to the participants.  
· Play Rating Certificates: These awards are given to each participant. 

· Distinguished Play Award(s): These plays (top 3) advance to State. 

· Outstanding Direction 

· Best Actor  

· Best Actress  

· Best Supporting Actor

· Best Supporting Actress

· Ensemble Acting  

· Best Costume Design 
· Best Scenic Design

· Technical Achievement 

· All- Star Cast – each school should receive at least one all star cast member. (All Star cast members should not receive another acting award, such as Best Actress. They should only receive one.  Best Actor/Actress, Supporting Actor/Actress would be considered automatically to be part of the All Star Cast)
· Overall Merit Award – school contributing the most to the festival, showing general excellence in all areas of theatre production as well as displaying an attitude of cooperation throughout the festival.  It can be given to anyone participating in the festival, not necessarily one of the top three schools.
· Peer Choice Award – each school is given a ballot and ranks the shows in order of which one they enjoyed the most.
· Theatre Arts Awards - A maximum of ten certificates may be awarded. Adjudicators may use these awards to create categories for special recognition in areas not otherwise provided for. Examples: Excellence in Make-up, Properties, Sound, Student Playwriting, Choreography etc.
State Festival Awards

· Play Rating Certificates: These awards are given to each participant. 

· Dominic Cunetto Award for Best Production

· Runner Up Best Play
· Outstanding Direction 

· Best Actor  

· Best Actress  

· Best Supporting Actor

· Best Supporting Actress

· Ensemble Acting  

· Best Costume Design 

· Best Scenic Design

· Technical Achievement 
· All- Star Cast – each school should receive at least one all star cast member.  (All Star cast members should not receive another acting award, such as Best Actress. They should only receive one.  Best Actor/Actress, Supporting Actor/Actress would be considered automatically to be part of the All Star Cast)
· Theatre Arts Awards - A maximum of ten certificates may be awarded. Adjudicators may use these awards to create categories for special recognition in areas not otherwise provided for. Examples: Excellence in Make-up, Properties, Sound, Student Playwriting, Choreography etc.
